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Legacy is a word that 
has held a lot of meaning 
for me this winter. Many 
of you may know that our 
board member Gene Sin-
ser passed away suddenly 
in early December, shock-
ing his family, friends and 
community. Several of us 
attended his memorial 
service in January, and it 
was full of loving memor-
ies of this special man. It 
was clear that his legacy 
was first and foremost his 
beloved family. This was 
followed closely by all his 
volunteer work and phil-
anthropic support of many 
charities.  So, while sad, it 
was also very uplifting.

Recently, I attended 
the event commemorat-
ing the Oil Spill in 1969 
in Santa Barbara and was 
newly impressed by the 
after effects left by the oily 
mess. Its legacies are the 
nonprofits that sprang up 

after, the engagement by 
artists like Bud Bottoms, 
and the legislation that 
was enacted which  has-
protected our coasts and 
lands for the last 50 years.

Ray Strong’s influence 
has been made clear to 
me through our show, Ray 
Strong: A Collector’s Passion. 
His legacy is his inspiring 
art, his mentoring of local 
artists and founding the 
Oak Group, which is still 
going strong and raising 
money and awareness to 
protect local landscapes. 

Every day we have the 

potential to build our own 
legacies, and I hope the 
Wildling’s legacy will be 
growing and preserving 
an important art collec-
tion, raising awareness of 
local wilderness areas and 
concerns, and in nurturing 
talent in local artists and a 
conservation ethic in stu-
dents. We are so grateful 
to all of YOU for helping 
support that work. 

Stacey Otte-Demangate
Executive Director

Executive Director’s Message
Gene Bennett Sinser, 
Wildling Board Member 

& Valley Resident

The Wildling Board and 
Staff are very sad to share 
that board member Gene 
Sinser passed away in 
December.   Gene was a key 
volunteer in 2011 during our 
strategic planning efforts. 
He supported our efforts as 
a representative of SCORE, 
a volunteer group of retired 
executives who support small 
business owners and non-
profits. He joined our board 
in 2017, when he and his be-
loved wife Patty DeDominic 
moved to Solvang from Santa 
Barbara.   Gene was born in 
Germany, from which he and 
his family fled to avoid the 
Holocaust. He emigrated  to 
the US in 1953 and eventu-
ally went on to successful 
careers in the food industry, 
later indulging his love of art 
as a gallery owner.   He sup-
ported many nonprofits as a 
donor, volunteer and board 
member, including the Santa 
Barbara Symphony and Santa 
Barbara Arts Fund.  One of his 
most distinguishing charac-
teristics was his dry wit, which 
always made meetings more 
fun. We feel blessed to have 
been one of the nonprofits he 
took under his wing and will 
miss him greatly.

MEET JULIE, THE NEW MUSEUM SToRE & offICE ASSISTANT!

A creative and multi-faceted woman, Julie 
Mock brings a plethora of skills to Wildling. 
To name a few of her attributes: musician, 
volunteer, athlete, manager and co-founder 
of ASAP (The Animal Shelter Assistance Pro-
gram) of Santa Barbara.

Born a southern California girl, Julie at-
tended UC Irvine and majored in music, fol-
lowed by graduate school at UCSB, graduat-
ing with a Masters in Music History.

An avid soccer player, Julie was a friend 
of long standing with the coach, Kent. That 
“friend” is now a husband of long standing 
(since 1985)!!  They have lived in Santa Bar-
bara, Solvang and currently Lompoc. Before 

moving to the Valley, Julie 
spent many years com-
muting here to ride and 
visit her horses Promise, 
Classic and Snickers. 

Julie is active in the 
“Coastal Quilters” guild 
and a “friendship” group 
within the guild with similar interests. 

Julie is also a writer!!! She writes about 
animals in short stories and personal nar-
ratives. She has been published in Horse 
and Rider magazine. Here is to hoping Julie 
will let us read some of her writings.

– By Susie Pierson

david parker and staCey otte-deMangate
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This show features 32 paintings by 
renowned Santa Barbara artist Ray Strong 
(1905-2006), loaned by David Parker of Go-
leta. This is the first time the entire collec-
tion is being shown together.

In addition to Parker’s collection, film-
maker Jeff McLoughlin of Goodeye Films 
created a short video about Strong that is 
in the gallery, along with a few paintings by 
artists who were influenced by Strong. 

A limited number of Ray Strong prints, 
two books on Ray Strong, an Oak Group 
book, and Strong notecards are available in 
our store. More on the exhibition and the 
video are online in the exhibit page.

exhibitions
Ray Strong: 
A Collector’s Passion
Febuary 2 - July 8, 2019

“ I have been collecting art ever 
since my early high school 
years in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

I still have a few susan Jordan wa-
tercolor paintings that started my 
collection back in 1976. There are 
so many talented artists I admire; 
however, it wasn’t until I saw a ray 
strong show at the Easton Gallery 
many years ago that I felt such a 
deep connection to an artist’s work. 
There is something spiritual about 
Ray’s paintings that is hard to ex-
plain. But one thing is for sure, each 
time I look at a Ray Strong painting, 
I feel a greater connection to the 
land and all the forces that formed 
it. And it is this connection that has 
driven me to continue to collect his 
work.” - David Parker

Permanent 
Collection
March 29 - November 11, 2019

Enjoy some of our newest acquisitions 
along with established favorites in the Val-
ley Oak Gallery this spring and summer. 
Our collection numbers close to 150 pieces 
and ranges from large-scale historic paint-
ings to abstract bronze sculptures. Specific 
works include the Everglades photography 
by Clyde Butcher, nineteenth century land-
scapes by John Fery, block prints by Everett 
Ruess and more. 

pUMa Ways, d. l. engle

froM left: staCey otte-deMangate, david 
parker, BeCky and pete adaMskristine poWer, david parker

 Joan davidson

photos thanks to george rose and sUsie pierson

froM left: david parker,  
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froM left: katherine and riChard godfrey,  
patti JaCqUeMain, david gledhill

george and denise rose

froM left: lida grant, theresa 
and kevin patterson
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NatioNal laNds
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A Call to Artists  
for Art Submissions

The Wildling Museum of Art 
and Nature is pleased to an-
nounce its second juried exhib-
ition – Celebrating the National 
Lands of California – a showcase 
of fine art inspired by national 
parks, monuments, preserves, 
and recreation areas located 
within the state of California. This 
show will take place July 20, 2019 
– January 20, 2020, at the Wild-
ling Museum in the first-floor gal-
lery. Cash prizes totaling $4,000 
for first, second, and third place 
will be awarded at the opening 
reception on Saturday, July 20, 
2019 from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.

Celebrating the National Lands 
of California is a juried exhibit. 
Artists may submit digital images 

of their works online at www.call-
forentry.org for the jury selection 
process. The fee for entry is $35 
for the first image and $20 for 
each additional entry; limit three 
entries per artist. Wildling Mu-
seum members are entitled to a 
$15 discount on the entry fee. 

For further information on 
how to submit images and to pay 
the fee, go to www.callforentry.
org. If you are new to the CaFÉ™ 
website, you will need to register 
for an account before you can 
apply for this call. To apply, visit 
www.callforentry.org and go to 
“Find Calls” found in the top 1/3 
of the page. Next, type in the 
search field “Celebrating the Na-
tional Lands of California” and 
press enter. Finally click “apply to 
this call.”

Santa Barbara Zoo

The Wildling Museum of Art 
and Nature’s Creative Critters: A 
Mixed Media Art Show is now on 
display in the Zoo’s Volentine 
Family Gallery in the Discovery 
Pavilion.

The art show features art 
by Solvang School classes. The 
classes are the 6th-8th Grade 
Art and Science Elective taught 
by Erin Dunkle and the 4th-8th 
Grade Art Class taught by Devon 
Espejo.

The Wildling Museum’s exhib-
its and programs thrive thanks to 
our relationships with businesses 
and organizations who share our 
interests in art and nature. Our 
partnership with the Santa Bar-
bara Zoo continues to delight.

exhibitions
Celebrating California 
National Lands
Deadline for Entries: Monday, May 20, 2019
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featured local artist

Recent Grant Awards

On display Jan - March 2019
A tension between art and science 

has defined Dr. Isabel Down’s entire 
life. She was born and raised in the 
tropics by a naturalist father and a 
sculptress mother. From an early age, 
Dr. Downs was driven to draw, paint, 
sculpt and eventually render in fibers 
the world around her.  One would 
never guess that the 35 years of her 
professional life were spent (with 
great pleasure) teaching French lan-

guage and literature, but she never 
ceased to work on the side as her 
marine biologist husband’s  field as-
sistant in addition to being a scientific 
illustrator for both the Smithsonian 
Institution and the Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography.

Contact Information
ifdowns@gmail.com
isabelsquilts.virb.com
805-682-2152/805-450-0167

Art Activities and
School Tours

Several classes from Dunn 
School and Solvang School 
have recently visited the mu-
seum to tour the exhibitions 
and do origami folding in the 
classroom.  Despite not hav-
ing the funding to have an 
educator on staff, we have 
exerted effort recently to con-
duct more outreach to local 
schools and encourage more 
class visits and community 
shows.  If you’d like to help us 

connect with schools or lead 
school tours, please call Sta-
cey at 805-686-8216.

New Aquisitions

We are proud and grateful 
to be a recipient of a special 
general operating support 
grant from the Hutton Parker 
Foundation of $12,500.  
Funds will be used to support 
expanded marketing this year 
and improvements to our ex-
terior, such as fresh paint and 
new signage, as well as an ex-
tra payment on our next loan 
principal payment!  Thank you, 
Hutton Parker, for helping us 
grow and be more sustainable!

Grateful thanks to the 
Wood-Claeyssens Foundation 

for their $15,000 general op-
erating support, received in 
December.  This foundation 
has provided many years of 
meaningful support for the 
Wildling and many other non-
profits throughout Santa Bar-
bara. Thank you!

The Ann Jackson Family 
Foundation provided a $10,000 
general operating support 
grant, for which we are very 
grateful.  They provide signi-
ficant support for many non-
profits in the County, and we 
are so proud to be a recipient!

We are delighted to an-
nounce that we received a 
donation of a Lockwood de 
Forest (1850-1932) painting of 
a local scene for our perman-
ent collection. Brian D. Stenfors 
and Robert Henning felt we 
would be the perfect home for 
this oil painting of flower fields 
in Lompoc. It joins another de 
Forest painting we have of an 
Arizona scene in the Petrified 
Forest and will be featured in 
our upcoming permanent col-
lection exhibition in our Val-
ley Oak Gallery on the second 
floor. This is a significant addi-
tion to our collection, and we 
are very grateful for their gen-
erosity!

Thanks also to Sandy and 
Heloise Power for their gift of 
a limited edition block print 
by renowned artist Tom Kil-
lion of Mt. Tamalpais from Ring 
Mountain. We have exhibited 
Killion’s work twice before and 
are thrilled to now own one of 
his vibrant block prints so that 
future generations can enjoy 
his work. Grateful thanks to the 
Powers for their gift!

LOmpOc FLOwEr FiELDS, LOckwOOD DE FOrESt

Mt. taMalpais froM ring 
MoUntain, toM killion
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Spring & Summer
Workshops 

Design your own artisanal fragrance with 
your mom, for your mom, or simply pay 
homage to Mother Earth in this Natural Per-
fume-Making Workshop that will awaken 
your sensorial creativity and stimulate olfact-
ory memory. This perfume workshop, led by 
Susan Farber, will be on Saturday, May 11, 
2019, from 1 until 4 PM. The class size is lim-
ited to 12 people and is suitable for men and 
women ages 16 & up. It’s $90 per person; 
$160 for two co-creating a fragrance; all ma-
terials are included in the price.

01. Chris Chapman

Chris is a regional artist 
known for landscapes in pas-
tel and watercolor.  Looking 
close up at the landscape, she 
also has a substantive body 
of work in California native 
botanicals. She will be teach-
ing the Botanicals: Flowers, 
Plants, & Trees Workshop 
to adults on Sat., May 4, 10 AM 
- 2:30 PM. The class is $60 per 
person and $10 for materials.

02. Susan Farber

Susan is the founder and 
creator of Sol Aromatics, a col-
lection of perfume and aroma-
therapy products and services 
to inspire positive mind, body, 
and feeling states supporting 
the spiral of life (SOL). She is 
a certified aromatherapist 
and licensed psychotherapist. 
Susan began her formal stud-
ies in natural perfume making 
seven years ago.

03. Jim Tyler 

Jim, of San Luis Obispo, CA, 
exclusively paints in pastel and 
is also a photographer. Jim will 
be teaching the Painting Big 
Sur with Pastels Workshop 
on Sat., June 8, 2019, 1 PM - 4 
PM at the Wildling Museum. 
The cost is $65 per person; 
$10 for materials. Attendance 
is limited to 12 and suitable 
for adults with skill levels from 
beginner to advanced.

04. John Iweks

John is teaching an Animal 
Drawing and Painting: At 
Rest and in Motion Work-
shop at the Wildling. Cartoon-
ing and animation have been 
part of John’s life, allowing him 
to bring a sense of humor into 
his artwork. The Adult class is 
Sat., Aug. 3, 10 AM - 2:30 PM 
The teens class is Sat., Aug. 10, 
10 AM - 2:30 PM. Cost is $60 a 
person; $10 materials.

Upcoming Programs & Events
Family Arts and Crafts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . March 16  .  . 11:00 aM - 1:00 pM  .  .  .Suggested $5
Community Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Wednesday  .  . March 20  .  . 11:00 aM - 5:00 pM  .  .  .Free Admission
The Getty Museum Group Trip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Wednesday  .  . april 10  .  .  .  .  .8:00 aM - 6:00 pM  .  .  .  .$40
Community Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Wednesday  .  . april 17  .  .  .  . 11:00 aM - 5:00 pM  .  .  .Free Admission
16th Annual Spring BBQ Benefit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sunday .  .  .  .  .  . april 28  .  .  .  .  .3:00 pM - 6:00 pM  .  .  .  .$150+
Botanicals: Flowers, Plants, & Trees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . May 4  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 aM - 2:30 pM  .  .  .$60
The Wildlife Cruise Day Trip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Friday  .  .  .  .  .  .  . May 10   .  .  .  .  .7:15 aM - 4:00 pM  .  .  .  .$65
Mother’s Day Natural Perfume-Making Workshop  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . May 11   .  .  .  .  .1:00 pM - 4:00 pM  .  .  .  .$90
Community Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Wednesday  .  . May 15  .  .  .  . 11:00 aM - 5:00 pM  .  .  .Free Admission
Painting Big Sur with Pastels   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . June 8  .  .  .  .  .  .1:00 pM - 4:00 pM  .  .  .  .$65
Community Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Wednesday  .  . June 19   .  .  .  . 11:00 aM - 5:00 pM  .  .  .Free Admission
California National Lands Opening Reception   .  .  .  .  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . July 20  .  .  .  .  .  .3:00 pM - 5:00 pM  .  .  .  .Free Admission
Animal Drawing & Painting (Adults)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . august 3  .  .  . 10:00 aM - 2:30 pM  .  .  .$60
Animal Drawing & Painting (Teens)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Saturday  .  .  .  . august 10  .  . 10:00 aM - 2:30 pM  .  .  .$60

MORE upcoming programs are published on wildlingmuseum.org, in our eNewsletter, and on social media! 

@wildlingartmuseum @wildlingmuseum @WildlingMuseum #artandnature #visitsolvang 

01 02

03 04



GOLD SPONSORS
Judy & Jack Stapelmann

George and 
Denise Rose
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Support the  
Wildling Museum

On Sunday, April 28, 2019, the  
Wildling Museum of Art and  
Nature will hold its Annual Spring 
Barbeque, gold sponsored by  
Judy and Jack Stapelmann.

This event is an opportunity to spend an 
afternoon at a beautiful outdoor location 
while supporting the Wildling at its most 
important fundraiser of the year. Enjoy sip-
ping wine, eating delicious food, and enjoy-
ing auctions, live music, and more.

The Wildling Museum of Art & Nature 
presents the Wilderness 
Spirit Award to a person 
or group who strives to 
bring awareness to nat-
ural places through vari-
ous platforms. This year 
the Wildling Museum will 
honor Jean Schuyler with 

the Wilderness Spirit Award. Jean has spent 
a lifetime supporting nonprofits through-
out Santa Barbara County and has been 
a very generous supporter of the Wildling 
Museum and other environmental organiz-
ations. She truly has a heart that embraces 
wilderness preservation and education 
and has made a real difference in our com-
munity.

The 16th annual barbeque will be held 
at Firestone Vineyard in Los Olivos from 3 
to 6 PM. With a storied past in wine history, 
one that helped to establish Santa Barbara 
County as a significant wine growing re-

gion, the now Foley-owned property is in 
the midst of rolling hills, mature vineyards, 
and distant mountains.

Sponsors and their guests will be in-
vited to an exclusive VIP Reception at 2 PM, 
before the start of the event to meet the 
honoree and learn more about the venue. 
Special thanks to Silver Sponsors George 
and Denise Rose and Northern Trust. 

To purchase tickets or sponsor this event, 
visit wildlingmuseum.org/2019-spring-bbq, 
stop by the Wildling Museum, or call 805-
686-8315. Space is limited, and advanced 
reservations are required.

Support the Wildling Museum 
by making a donation,  as a mem-
ber,  as a volunteer, or by collab-
orating on a program.  If you care 
about art and nature and feel that 
the Wildling enhances our Santa 
Barbara County community, we 
hope you get more involved now!  
There’s never been a more exciting 
time to join the Wildling family!

Program Collaborations
 If your work aligns with our 

mission to inspire our community 
and visitors to enjoy, value, and 
conserve wildlife and natural areas 
through art, consider a collabora-
tion. We have four different types 
of collaborative programs that 
include the featured artist pro-
gram, the artist talks program, art 
workshops in the Barbara Goodall 
education center, and local artists 
work for sale in the store. 

Volunteering
Volunteers experience great art, 

become part of the Wildling family, 
and also, receive a 15% discount in 
our gift shop, priority enrollment 
in classes and events, and oppor-
tunities to meet and learn from art 
and nature experts.

There are many volunteer op-
portunities available for the person 
who wants to be involved weekly 
or for someone who can only help 
once a month.

Questions? 
Ask us about applying. Please 
keep in mind that we schedule 
our exhibits years in advance and 
programming months in advance, 
so please plan accordingly.

info@wildlingmuseum.org  
or 805-686-8315

Silver Sponsors

For a full list of sponsors, visit:  
https://wildlingmuseum.org/2019-spring-bbq/

Jean sChUyler

firestone vineyard

feast & fest Catering

Special Thanks
Table Sponsors 

Kate and Dick Godfrey,  
Kevin & Terrie Patterson, 

Gail and Jan Persoon, 
Santa Ynez Band of  

Chumash Indians Foundation, 
 Jean Schuyler



Thanks 2018 Donors of $500+ 

The Wildling’s mission is to provide art 
exhibitions and programs that inspire our 
community and visitors to enjoy, value, 
and conserve wildlife and natural areas.   

We provide artistic, educational, and 
field experiences for that purpose.

1511-B Mission Drive
Solvang, CA 93463

www.wildlingmuseum.org
(805) 688-1082 

Museum Hours:
Mon, Wed-Fri 11 am-5 pm

Saturday-Sunday 10 am-5 pm
Closed Tuesday 

Fox Tales
A benefit of membership at 

the Wildling, highlighting news, 
upcoming events, and relevant 

stories from the Museum. 
Editorial Design: Mitra Cline

President
Vice-President

Treasurer
Secretary

Kristine Power
Kate Godfrey
David Gledhill 
Patty Moser
Jim Balsitis
Rich Nagler
Kevin Patterson
Gail Persoon
George Rose
June Sochel
Charles Stauffer

Board of Directors

Founder, Director Emeritus
Patti Jacquemain

Staff 
Stacey Otte-Demangate

Executive Director
stacey@wildlingmuseum.org

Mitra Cline, Assistant Director
mitra@wildlingmuseum.org

Julie Mock, Museum Store & Office Assistant  
julie@wildlingmuseum.org   

Janet Takara, Membership & Development 
Assistant • janet@wildlingmuseum.org

Jake Abraham & Hannah Gechter
Weekend Assistants

info@wildlingmuseum.org

Advisory Council
Pete Adams • Tony Askew • Ed Birch

Sue Birch • Louise Clarke
Raye Haskell • Duncan Mellichamp

Suzanne Mellichamp • Alexander Power  
Richard Sanford • Thekla Sanford 

Judy Stapelmann

Leah Aasen
Pete and Becky Adams

Ann Jackson  
Family Foundation

James Balsitis &  
Kathleen Kalp

Ken Beam
Suzanne V Benech
Ed and Sue Birch

Bonnie and Val Bisoglio
Susan Bower
Laura Carloni

David and Claudia Chapman
City of Solvang

Louise Clarke and John 
Carbon

Holly and David Cline
Connie Connally

Gary and Susan Crispin
Patty DeDominic

Nancy and Tom Elsaesser
Robert and Christine  

Emmons
Judith Etchelecu

Lynda Fairly
Frank and Joseph Gila Fund

Dan and Debbie Gerber
Katherine and Richard 

Godfrey

Goodall Family Charitable 
Foundation

Frank and Patricia Goss
Erik and Sandy Gregersen

Oscar and Elizabeth Guidali
John and Susan Hanna
Larry and Carole Harris
Felicie and Paul Hartloff
Eric and Elena Hochberg
Norma and Bill Hollowell
Karl and Nancy Hutterer

Hutton Parker Foundation
Ellen M. Jewett

Mike and Marian Kauffman
Sharon A. Keith

Kay Knight Clarke
Michele and John Kuelbs

Bob and Linda Leite
Joan and Gilbert Lentz
Los Olivos Rotary Club 

Foundation
Linda Love

Beverly McCurdy
Suzanne and Duncan  

Mellichamp
Gretchen Miller

Marlene and Warren Miller
Montecito Bank & Trust

Mosher Foundation

Janice and Richard Nagler
Gary and Anna Nett

Northern Trust
Theresa and Kevin Patterson

Gail and Jan Persoon
Elinor Plumer

Alexander and Heloise 
Power

Kristine Power
Jane and George Roach
Robert and Mercedes  
Eichholz Foundation

Shirley and Kilburn Roby
George and Denise Rose

Santa Ynez Band of  
Chumash Indians

Santa Ynez Valley Arts  
Association

Henry Schulte
Jean Schuyler

Peter Schuyler & Lisa 
Stratton

June C. Sochel
Judy and Jack Stapelmann

Charles and Cheryl Stauffer
Towbes Foundation

Richard and Frederica Welch
Wood-Claeyssens  

Foundation

Nonprofit Org.
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Wildling Museum
1511-B Mission Drive
Solvang, CA 93463

Membership makes a great gift!  
We are grateful for your annual support. If 
you care about art and nature and feel that 

the Wildling enhances our Santa Barbara 
County community, we hope you will get more 

involved now!  There’s never been a more 
exciting time to join the Wildling family!


