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The Wildling Museum of Art & Nature Presents 
Permanent Collection, featuring new acquisitions 

• What:  Art exhibit, Permanent Collection  

• Where:  The Wildling Museum, 1511-B Mission Drive, Solvang, CA 93463 

• When:  On view from March 29 - November 11, 2019 

• Cost:  Members FREE and General Admission $5 

(Solvang, CA, March 27, 2019) The Wildling Museum of Art and Nature is pleased to announce a new 

exhibit, Permanent Collection, on display in the Valley Oak Gallery from March 29 through November 11, 

2019. The show features a total of 19 artworks out of the collections near 150 photos, prints, paintings, and 

sculptures. The art represents many perspectives on the nonprofit’s mission to inspire people to enjoy, 

value, and conserve wildlife and natural areas through art. Curated by members of the exhibition 

committee, this show features new acquisitions and highlights unique stories from the collection’s history. 

In addition to looking back, The Wildling Museum is also looking forward. As the 20-year milestone 

approaches, facility improvements are underway to expand the art storage capacity by 300% and new 

educational programming about the collection is currently being developed. 

The first purchase for the permanent collection, acquired in 2000, is a painting entitled Cascade on the 

Firehole (1912) by Austrian artist John Fery (1859-1934) and depicts a waterfall in Yellowstone National 

Park. The 54” x 80” historical Fery painting will be on display next to West Wind by The Wildling Museum 

founder and local artist Patti Jacquemain. West Wind, a 37” x 26” original woodcut, is the latest addition to 

the collection. There is a story behind these two works of art. Bruce McCurdy, founding board member and 

Chairman of the Museum’s Collections and Exhibition Committee, transported the Fery painting to the 

museum in 2000 from Montana. McCurdy was an integral part of collections and exhibitions and advisor to 

UCSB student artists, including Jacquemain. The Wildling Museum’s first collections exhibit in 2004 entitled, 

Building a Collection, was dedicated to McCurdy. In this year’s exhibit, you will see a photographic print by 

Bruce McCurdy (1930-2003), titled Oceano Dunes III, gifted by his wife, Beverly McCurdy. When asked 

about her donation, Beverly said, “He liked the idea of creating a museum to champion art and the 

wilderness and accepted her (Jacquemain’s) request to serve.  I donated this work in his honor.” 

Supporting The Wildling Museum’s mission, the exhibit will feature an interactive postcard art station. Liz 

Alvarez, Lompoc High School teacher, is creating new lesson plans. She said, “At the Wildling Museum, 

visitors of all ages are invited to look closely, explore the complexity and find an opportunity to create 

something original. Influenced by an existing artwork, visitors are encouraged to understand the art 

collection by participating in art making to interpret what the art means to them. Especially since no two art 

projects are precisely alike, the artworks and discussions become instruments that contribute original 

thought about the artwork. While it may be terrifying and exhilarating to share original art with others, 
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participants receive support for their projects and opportunity to create something original, influenced by 

the permanent collection.” 

This exhibit is possible thanks to the support of many individuals throughout the last 20 years. In particular, 

the volunteers and art professionals who contributed to this exhibit are Liz Alvarez, James Balsitis, Chris 

Chapman, Mitra Cline, Holli Harmon, Elizabeth Knowles, Stacey Otte-Demangate, and Nicole Strasburg. 

More details about all the artist and donors featured in this show are available on the website at 

https://wildlingmuseum.org/news/permanent-collection. 
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About the Wildling Museum 
The Wildling Museum of Art & Nature, where art and nature meet, offers visitors a unique perspective on 

the importance of preserving our natural heritage. Through the eyes of artists, and education and field 

experiences, guests can renew their relationship with the wilderness and understand its fragile nature – 

hopefully leaving more committed toward ensuring those spaces remain for future generations. 

The Museum is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and on weekends from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed on 

Tuesdays). For more information, and to volunteer and/or join as a member to support this important local 

arts and nature institution, please visit our website, www.wildlingmuseum.org/. 
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